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The highly successful work among the churches of the
East which was stimulated by the establishment of the
propaganda at Rome in 1622, and which culminated in the
formation of the Uniate bodies or such portions of the old
churches as accepted the allegiance of the pope, while In the
main retaining their own ritual and local hierarchy, has been
already treated in these pages with considerable detail.
Undoubtedly the movement was begun as a true missionary
enterprise, consciously aiming at the spiritual revival of the
apathetic Eastern bodies and working for the instruction of
their clergy, who were mainly in a state of great Ignorance.
But in seeking to achieve such a result, the Roman Catholic
Church conducted a definite work of proselytizing. Before
all, these Eastern Christians were to become Catholics.
Every attempt to reform their conduct was, in the mind of
the missionaries, logically linked with the purpose of restor-
ing these schismatics or heretics, as the case might be, to
papal allegiance. Among these missionaries there have
been and there are to-day many men of piety and wisdom.
In his sketch of the papal propaganda in Mesopotamia,
Parry dwells on the zeal of the present Roman missiona-
ries, on their liberality in dealing with the lower clergy of
the United bodies, on their noble, self-sacrificing character^
and on the great amount of good which they have accom-
plished.1
Consider we now the attitude toward the Eastern churches
entertained by the first missionaries of the American Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, who entered Pales-
tine early in the last century. There was no Intention of
proselytizing. The thought of forming a native Protestant
community was not contemplated. A concrete instance
will Illustrate this attitude better than any general state-
ment. The Rev. Levi Parsons landed in Jaffa on the
morning of February 17, 1821, and proceeded at once to
Jerusalem, where he arrived at five in the afternoon. He
went at once to the house of Procopius, the agent of the Brit-
ish and Foreign Bible Society, who was at the same time
assistant of the patriarch having charge of all the Greek
1" Six Months in a Syrian Monastery " (op. ol)> PP- 301 ff.

